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The NEWS Media & The LAW has just completed its 
10th year of publication. In that time it has reported on 
nearly 1,500 cases, laws and legislative proposals, many of 
them of great significance to the news media. 

Those cases that have reached the U.S. Supreme Court or 
a state Supreme Court and the laws that directly affect how 
journalists do their jobs daily are easily remembered. Fre- 
quently, however, the course that the law takes is influenced 
by cases that are filed but never reach trial, and by bills that 
are not enacted. 

Over the years, The NEWS Media & The LAW has 
recorded both the highly visible and those that are reported 
nowhere else. 

Until now, readers have had to rely on memory and 
perserverance to find stories about cases, statutes, bills and 
other official actions in past issues. Many have asked that 
we make the magazine a more easily used and more useful 
research tool. 

The Reporters Committee staff has expended hundreds of 
hours over the past several months to fulfill that request. We 
hope our readers will find it helpful. 

The index is divided into two sections. The first is an 
alphabetical index. The second is a topical index. 

The alphabetical index is comprised of four subdivisions: 
cases, statutes and rules, legislation and miscellaneous gov- 
ernment reports. Most entries include citations to official 
compilations of legal materials. Where possible, we have 
provided the most complete and official citation, updating 
those that originally appeared in the magazine to reflect 
subsequent court or legislative action. 

In many instances the magazine has mentioned cases and 





legislation that were not reported officially. For these entries 
we provide as much information as was available to assist in 
tracking down the original documents. 

Each entry is followed by one or more references to The 
NEWS Media & The LAW. For example, the reference “3 : 
3 : 45” is to volume 3, number 3, page 45. 

References in bold type indicate that the magazine con- 
tained a story about the case. References in light type 
indicate that the case was mentioned in a story about some 
other subject. This usually occurs when a court has decided 
a case based on a precedent set in an earlier decision. 

The second section of this index, organized by topic, 
begins with a list of categories and subcategories. Within a 
subcategory, entries are organized alphabetically. Cases are 
listed first, statutes and rules next, legislation third and 
miscellaneous reports last. 

For example, if you are looking for cases dealing with 
compelled disclosure of confidential information in a civil 
case, you would look first in the topical index under Confi- 
dentiality, Confidential Information — Civil Cases. Using 
case names found there, you then would look in the alpha- 
betical index to find citations to The NEWS Media & The 
LAW or to official legal reporters. 

This index does not list every story that has appeared in 
the magazine. Stories dealing with news events, rather than 
legal events affecting the news media, have not been cata- 
logued. 

We have attempted to make the entries as complete and 
accurate as possible, subject to human error. We encourage 
our readers to call to our attention mistakes or omissions 
they discover. 0 
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